
It is hard to believe that the year is almost over. 
Thank you for allowing me to be your PTA 
President this past year. I have thoroughly en-
joyed making this year special for your children. 
We packed a lot into the last 9 months. We 
started the year with our first ever Book Bingo 
event. The students left the event with books 
and a greater appreciation for reading. Another 
first this year was the Wild ‘n Wacky Walk-a-
Thon. That fall fundraiser allowed us to raise 
money for the PTA programs that benefit every 
student and SLE. Thanks to you, our students 
were able to attend and participate in In-House 
Field trips, Mystery Science Night, Reflections, 
Movie Night, the Pancake Breakfast, Stingray 
Garden activities, and much more.  
My favorite time of year starts with the Food 
Drive in November and ends with the Toy 
Drive in December. With your help we were 
able to provide food for families in need. Your 
donations for the Toy Drive allowed us to not 
only help families in need but also help the chil-
dren who were spending the holidays at the 
Florida Hospital for Children.  
 
December was a busy month! The Pancake 
Breakfast was a fun event for all of our SLE 
families. The students loved the Holiday Shop. 
We had our first movie night of the year which 
featured the movie Polar Express. Each child left 
with a bell which was a symbol of believing in 
the movie. It was a great way to end the year. 
 
I hope everyone was able to attend the carnival 
in February. It was such a great day! The stu-
dents, teachers and community members en-
joyed all the fun things that we offered. The 
silent auction was very successful. The money 
that was raised at the silent auction will go back 
to the school and our students and will be used 
to purchase supplemental educational materials. 
  

The Orange County PTA Awards dinner took 
place on May 6th. Our PTA brought home six 
awards:  
 President's Recognition Award (highest 

honor awarded to a PTA!) 
 Orange County PTA Volunteer or the Year 

(Kim Hanley) 
 Outstanding Newsletter/Sting 
 Outstanding ESE Program 
 Outstanding School Partnership 
 Outstanding Community Collaboration 

 
Additionally two outstanding volunteers were 
recognized: 
 Jennifer Patterson - Nominated for 

ADDitions Volunteer of the Year 
 Susan Kocarek - Stingray Volunteer Award  

Winner 
 
I am very proud of the accomplishments of our 
PTA. 
As I list all of our events I think back about 
how we pulled them off. It’s simple and one 
word: VOLUNTEERS! Without our dedicated 
volunteers, none of our events could happen. If 
you gave countless hours or even 5 minutes, 
YOU made a difference in our children’s lives.  
 
I wish everyone a happy and safe summer!   
 
Go  
Stingrays!  
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In-House Field Trips 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
nized with six awards at this year’s Orange 
County PTA Awards Ceremony. 
I am so privileged to serve as your child’s Prin-
cipal. As always, it has been my pleasure to get 
to know so many students and their families. 
To work in my community, amongst an excep-
tional staff of educators and volunteers, con-
tinues to allow me to grow as a leader.  
During the summer, I encourage you to keep 
your child reading, writing and practicing basic 
math facts. Please know that we will hit the 
ground running next year, and I want every 
student to be as prepared as possible. 
To those students and families who will be 
leaving us, I wish you well. You will be missed. 
Remember, once a Stingray, always a Stingray! 
I look forward to the opening of a new school 
year, where we at Sand Lake Elementary 
School continue to raise the standards of excel-
lence! 

- Mary Hool 

Time sure flies when you’re having fun! It is hard 
to believe that this school year is almost over…
and what a year this has been! Our 5th graders are 
almost ready to say “Goodbye” to Sand Lake 
Elementary School and will soon only be left with 
fond memories of a spectacular year.  
We now wait patiently, yet anxiously, for our 
FCAT results. I am confident that, for the fifth 
year, students, teachers and parents have gotten 
the job done! I would like to thank the PTA,  
ADDitions Volunteers, PIE partners, parents and 
every member who contributed to our success 
this year. Your tireless involvement truly sup-
ported our daily effort to increase student 
achievement. 
The spring carnival and auction were “off the 
chart” again! The funds raised will be, again, given 
back to the school and we will use them to sup-
plement instruction for next school year. I con-
gratulate our PTA President, Kim Hanley, and 
her Executive Board, who did an outstanding job 
the entire school year. Kim has been a hard work-
ing, exemplary, leader and our PTA was recog-

With money raised by our PTA, our students have 
enjoyed three in-house field trips this school year; 
we were able to bring in Omega Man in October, 
Tales Two Tell in December, and Gatorland in 
May. 

All students were able to enjoy and learn from 
Omega Man’s positive message about staying on 
the right track and saying no to bullying. Tales 
Two Tell shared three grade-level performances of 
entertaining stories meeting reading, literature, and 
other Sunshine State Standards. Gatorland 
brought a variety of animals (alligators, scorpions, 

Mary Hool, 
Principal 

Our PTA purchased 50 new pairs of much 
needed safety glasses and 50 magnifiers for 
the science lab! 

PTA Purchases Science Lab Equipment 

tarantulas, a bearded dragon, and more) to Sand 
Lake Elementary for a show and tell that edu-
cated and entertained the entire school. We are 
ending the school year with our final in-house 
field trip from MicheLee Puppets, where our 
children will learn how to help stop bullying and 
not to be bystanders. 

Thank you to everyone who supports the PTA! 
The whole school benefits from these entertain-
ing and educational events. Special thanks to 
Marcy Cohen for being the In-House Field Trip 
PTA Chair this year.  

Melissa Loureiro, Jordan Wilson, Gabriella Mola, Sophia Oliverira (photo on left), and 
Juandaniel Bustamante (photo on right) sport the science lab’s new safety glasses 
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ESE Nook 

Grossology Family Fun Night 
Everyone enjoyed our Animal  
Grossology Family Fun Night. The 
Orlando Science Center did a great job 
with the exhibit. They brought in cock-
roaches, owl droppings, dead squids, 
and more! 

Thank you so much Mary Gimble for 
organizing the event! Thank you Julie 
Westmoreland for providing the yummy 
concessions!  

It's time to think about summer literacy programs. The UCF College of Education Summer Enrichment Pro-
grams in Literacy will be held again this year at the UCF Teaching Academy. The daily summer clinics run from 
June 11 - July 1, 2011. This year’s Enrichment Program in Literacy offers a one-on-one Reading Clinic and a 
Digital Storytelling Camp. Summer reading skills programs also run throughout the summer. Space is limited. For 
more information, call 1-800-978-9596 or go to http://www.education.ucf.edu/litinitiative/program.cfm.  
 
UCP of Central Florida has summer programs for children with special needs. UCP's academically rich programs 
are certain to ignite the fun of summer as children create unique celebrations, discover ways to stay cool, have 
fun outside, experiment with cooking projects, explore the fun of gooey science while strengthening their science, 
math, problem solving, and literacy skills. UCP has programs that feature drama, music, arts and crafts, com-
puters, sports and more. Choose from six locations throughout Central Florida. For additional information, go to 
http://www.ucpcfl.org/ser-sup-summer-services.shtml. 
 
Notes from the OCPS School Choice Bulletin Board: the 2011-2012 priority Magnet Application period ended 
February 15, 2011. Notification letters were scheduled to be mailed to all applicants on or before April 1, 2011. 
The next application period to apply will run from June 15, 2011 through July 15, 2011. Go to https://
www.ocps.net/cs/services/options/schoolchoice/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
McKay Scholarships - The State of Florida offers the John McKay Scholarship program for students with dis-
abilities. Under McKay, a student may be eligible to transfer to another public school or a participating private 
school. All public transfer requests must be filed by July 3, 2011. For additional information, go to https://
www.ocps.net/cs/ese/Procedures/Pages/McKay.aspx. 
 
Camps, camps, camps - Here are some educational, science, and gifted summer camps to check out:  
 MASA—Math, Arts, Science, and Achievement Center Summer Camp: www.masaflorida.org/

Trinity_Preparatory_sum2011.html  
 Orlando Science Center Summer Camp: www.osc.org  
 Sea World Summer Camp: www.seaworld.org/adventure-camps/swf/day/index.htm  
 Stetson University’s HATS (High Achieving Talented Students) Summer Programs: www.stetson.edu/hats/

summer-program.php  
 Destination Science Cap (offered at Holy Family Catholic Church): www.destinationscience.org  

Brave Isabelle Downey holds pretend 
animal feces (AKA poop!) 

Kim Hanley and Mary 
Gimble collect passports 

Jada Ogeerally holds up her completed passport 
after visiting the last Grossology station 

Brock Myers and Ryan 
Fink visit the stinky smells 
station 
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SLE Spirit Night at Let’s Skate 
Sand Lake Elementary Spirit Night at Let's Skate in Winter Garden was a blast! They offered SLE students a 
special rate and gave 10% back to our school!  

Jack Waddell, Riley Stephens, Max Sherman, Cecilia Giles, David Mooney, Lina Giles, Hannah 
Waddell, Tina Kahn, Alaina Kahn, and Phylicia Kahn take a break from skating to pose for a photo 

Donna Roberts 
lends daughter 
Meadow a helping 
hand 

Nicole Drivas,  
Carter Roberts, &  

Rhiannon O’Grady 
enjoying themselves 

on the rink  

Holly Whitty 
concentrates on 
her footwork 

Phylicia Kahn 
takes a tumble 
but keeps her 
sense of humor! 
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Field Days 

Alec Gaffin enthusiastically splashes Sabrina Bahr 

Shaving cream, gummy worms, rubber chick-
ens, marbles in baby pools, popsicles, tug-of-
war, loud music, games... add water plus 500 
students, and you have the makings of two 
fabulous days of fun at SLE Field Days! 
On April 28th and 29th, with the help of  

numerous volunteers and the PE staff, students 
rollicked through the fields of SLE as they rotated 
through 13 stations of fun activities. Thank you to 
Mrs. Hill, Mr. Pollack, and Mrs. Oxford for orga-
nizing Field Days, and thank you to the more than 
50 volunteers who helped make the day possible.  

Mrs. Hus jumps in to help her 2nd grade girls in tug-of-war, 
and Kimberly Parrish and Samantha Yousef are grateful! 

Ms. Rejim, Ms. Conner, & Mrs. Stockwell join in the 
Field Day fun 

The 5th graders get ready to celebrate their last Field Day at Sand Lake Elementary 

Carson Robertson 
with a face full of 
whipped cream 

Can you tell that Cooper Mills 
and Ian Sordilla are friends? 
Well, they are!  This is just a 
friendly Field Day water station! 
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SLE Spring Carnival 
PTA Carnival Chair, Kim Hanley would like to 
thank the many volunteers who made our Spring 
Carnival a huge success. Volunteers started planning 
this event shortly after the school year began. All the 
planning sure paid off because the carnival was a hit! 
The weather cooperated this year too!  

The kids loved the inflatables, the rock wall, the Fun 
Bus, mini golf and dodge ball with Mr. Bill from My 
Gym. The kids especially loved dunking their favor-
ite teachers and Principal Hool in the dunk tank. The 
dunk tank raised $610 in 3 hours. That money will 
be given to the school to be used for supplemental 
educational materials.  

The students loved the various games and especially 
loved the cool prizes!  

Who comes to a carnival to get their nails painted? 
Sand Lake Elementary students do! The Stingray 
Salon & Craft Area was awesome! Students left with 
their nails pretty and their hair colored! Students also 
left the carnival with yummy baked goods from the 

Cake Walk and the “freebies” offered by our dedi-
cated PIE partners.  

Let’s talk food! What is a carnival without funnel 
cakes, pizza, hot dogs, hamburgers, french fries, 
ice cream, nachos and candy? It’s certainly not a 
Sand Lake carnival. The food was amazing! 

We are deeply thankful for our Silent Auction 
Chair Susan Kocarek for working tirelessly to 
make the auction a huge success which benefits 
our children.  

A big thank you to the carnival committee: Jenni-
fer Patterson, Kim Baenen, Janice Martin, Grace 
Kahn, Susan Kocarek, Sharese Pace, Victoria Mar-
ger, Carole Bearhs, Julie Westmoreland, Janet 
Gaffin, Mary Gimble, Beth Elliston, Jennifer 
Logan, and Pam Lamb.  

We are deeply grateful for all the volunteers who 
helped make this event a success. We could not 
have pulled this off without all your help!   

Katie Montague has her face painted by Kids Create Art artist 

There was much to see and do at the 2011 Sand 
Lake Elementary Spring Carnival  

Cassidy Mills 
proudly displays 
the awesome cake 
she won in the 
Cake Walk 

Lauren & Allison Rench indulge themselves at the Stingray Salon 

A BIG thank you goes to our 
Partners in Education for all the 
generous donations to our  
Carnival & Silent Auction: 
 Fun Spot Attractions 
 Creative Memories (Kim 

Baenen) 
 Kids Create Art 
 Custom Laser Creations 
 CVS/pharmacy 
 Pizza Hut – Lake Buena Vista 
 Victory Martial Arts  
 Time 2 Party 
 Miller’s Ale House – I-Drive 
 Chick-fil-A 
 Publix 
 The Ice Factory of Central 

Florida 
 Futura Language Profession-

als (After School Enrichment 
Spanish Classes) 
 TGA of Orlando – Premier 

Junior Golf 
 MyKidsPlate.com 
 Papa John's Pizza 
 Winn-Dixie 
 Twistee Treat 
 The Eye Studio 
 Pirates Dinner Adventure 
 My Gym Children's Fitness 

Center 
 Pace Capital Management 
 T-REX Café 
 Rainforest Café 
 Barnes & Noble 
 Orlando Metro Gymnastics 
 Panera Bread 
 McDonald’s 
 Arabian Nights Dinner  

Attraction 
 Pirate’s Cove Adventure Golf 
 Perkins Family Restaurant 
 JCC of Greater Orlando 

Please show your appreciation 
by supporting the local busi-
nesses that partner with Sand 
Lake Elementary to support our 
students and faculty!  

Sharese Pace and Pizza Hut  
Partners in Education 
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SLE Spring Carnival & Silent Auction 
Our annual Silent Auction, held in conjunction with 
the school carnival, was anything but SILENT!!! 
Our Stingray families had a great time bidding and 
out-bidding each other and best of all, WINNING 
such wonderful items! Due to the extremely gener-
ous donations of our PIE partners, local businesses, 
and families in our school and community, we were 
able to raise over $15,000 for our school! We are 
also thankful to our teachers, all of whom partici-
pated in our “Teacher Time” auction, where they 
offered their time with a student, all up for bidding! 
Lastly, we had some outstanding grade level baskets 
that really wowed our families. 
Every penny raised goes right back into the class-
rooms. Teachers are currently planning their pur-
chases to help make the year to come even better for 
our students. 
Thank you to everyone who worked on the Auction 
Committee, those who made donations, those who 
bid on and/or won an item, and all of you who do-
nated to the grade level baskets. A special thanks to 
Silent Auction Chair Susan Kocarek, to Jennifer 
Patterson who worked on the Teacher Time auction 
items and helped tirelessly with all aspects of the 
auction, and to Kim Hanley, who not only was the 
point person for the whole carnival, but offered her 
unending assistance throughout the planning, gather-
ing, and creating stages of the auction. 
We are extremely lucky to live in such a generous 
and giving community!  

Susan and Keith Kocarek work tirelessly to ensure the 
silent auction is a success 

Ms. Rejim may have regretted assigning weekend homework when it came time for her Dunk 
Tank shift!  Josh Leeds throws with all his might! 

Rob Robertson, 
AKA “Mr. 
Fitness” means 
business! 

Everyone loved 
the Cake Walk! 
Thank you to 
everyone who 
brought a treat 
for this event!  

Partners In Education is Orange County Schools’ premier school-business partnership pro-
gram. Your participation as a partner will influence students, the future leaders of our com-
munity. For partners, the rewards are both immediate and long-term because an effective 
education system provides a strong foundation for economic success in Orange County. 
Whether you are a small business or a major corporation, our schools need you! Partners In 
Education is an investment in our children, our community and our future. Please contact 
Sharese Pace at spaceinteriors@aol.com for more information.  

Partners in Education (PIE) are Always Welcome!  

Mackenzie 
Pace visits 

the Fun 
Spot booth 
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Jump Rope for Heart 
Our Jump Rope for Heart Day was a hit! Our students learned about the importance of 
staying fit and also supported The American Heart Association.   

Mr. Pollack leads 3rd graders in the “It Takes Heart to be a Hero!” cheer 

Larson Trainor and Peter Scinta jump hurdles in the obstacle course Ms. Hool and Ms. Paolozzi jump into action 

Rachel Maretsky jumps rope 

Lake Elementary so far! All I can say 
is WOW and THANK YOU to all 
the parents and students who have 
made this a successful year for the 
Box Top program. Please keep col-
lecting Box Tops over the summer so 
we can be just as lucrative next year! 
All my best, 
Box Top Bonnie  

The last Box Tops contest of the year had 
a new twist: we collected dimes in addition 
to Box Tops, since each Box Top is worth 
a dime. But who rules, boys or girls? All 
our Stingrays do! In three weeks, our stu-
dents turned in over 8000 Box Tops and 
over 1,400 dimes… clearly beating all pre-
vious contest totals with two weeks yet to 
go. We are looking at over $1,000 for Sand 

Box Top Bonnie 

Box Tops for Education 
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Read2Succeed and Sand Lake Elementary teamed up to initi-
ate a reading mentoring program this year. Amazing things 
happened when our 17 volunteer mentors and 14 Sand Lake 
Elementary students got together. This one-on-one reading 
assistance and mentoring program met twice a week with a 
group of our kindergarteners and first graders. The confi-
dence the mentors instilled in the SLE students with positive 
encouragement, love, and dedication was marvelous. The re-
sults were wonderful! Thank you to all the mentors who made 
the program a success!  

Read2Succeed 

Reflections 
The PTA believes all children deserve a quality arts education and encourages students to pursue artis-
tic expression through participation in its annual arts Reflections Program. 

The program offers students the opportunity to create works of art for fun and recognition. Students 
in preschool through grade 12 are encouraged to create and submit works of art in six areas: dance 
choreography, film production, literature, musical composition, photography, and the visual arts 
(which includes art forms such as drawing, painting, print making, and collage). 

For nearly 40 years, the program has encouraged millions of students across the nation and in Ameri-
can schools overseas to create works of art. The Reflections Program was started in 1969 by then 
Colorado PTA President Mary Lou Anderson. 

Congratulations to the following winners who advanced on to the state level of competition: 

 Mackenzie Pace, Photography 
 Hannah Iiames, Photography 
 Madison Pace, Photography 
 Alaina Kahn, Film Production 
 Isabelle Downey, Literature 
 Abraham Cohen, Literature 
 Kimberly Parrish, Musical Composition 
 Naomi Cohen, Musical Composition 

 

Alaina Kahn and Cecilia Giles (SLE alumna) received Awards of Merit at the state level. We are so 
proud of our Stingrays! Thank you Jo Downey, Reflections Chair!   

Grace Kahn and Gabriela Rivera 
work together as a team 

Isabelle Downey, Hannah Iiames, Jenna Moore, 
Dalton Iiames, Victoria Castellanos, 
Mackenzie and Madison Pace, Kimberly  
Parrish, Alaina and Christina Kahn  

The Golden School Award is presented by the Florida Department of Education to recognize ele-
mentary, secondary and adult schools that promote parent and community involvement programs.  

Sand Lake Elementary Wins Golden School Award 

Alec Gaffin, Nurse Gina, Kieran 
O’Sullivan, and Jeffrey Liang at the 
5th grade car wash 
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Reading Recognition 
A special Book Club Luncheon party was held in the Media Center on May 25th to recognize our 
Sunshine State Book readers. These students all read at least 12 of the Sunshine State Books: 

 Third Graders: Sophia Castellanos* and Riley Stephens 
 Fourth Graders: Naomi Cohen, Nyah German, David Mooney, Rami Samman* and Lindsey 

Young 
 Fifth Graders: Lauren Lee*, Michael Kuo, Jana Mostafa*, Anushka Pandya* and Tea Todorova 

* Students with an asterisk (*) read all 15 Sunshine State Books! 

On June 1 a celebratory breakfast party was held in the Media Center to recognize the efforts of our 
K, 1st, and 2nd grade readers who have participated each month in the Author’s Birthday/RRR 
(Reading, Recognition, and Rewards) optional reading program. They each received a certificate and 
enjoyed talking about their favorite books and themes that were featured this past year. 

The students recognized were: 

 Kindergarten: Aidan Nicholson, Samantha Wall, William Boxx, Ashlyn Gourash, Chloe Snyder, 
Rachel Maretsky, JD Saurez, Alex Hanley and Hunter Ladd 

 First Graders: Luca Andreello, Naresh Singh, Holly Whitty, Victoria Castellanos, Lea Ewers-
bach, Sana Idrees, Kelly Moore, Michael Trainor, Isabelle Downey, Jenna Moore, Kelly Bearhs, 
Ethan Cohen, Hannah Iiames, Lauren Rench, Carter Roberts, Meadow Roberts, Zachary Miles, 
Allison Donald, Tyler Ellenback, Rayan Nana, Amanda Wall and Sean Baenen 

 Second Graders: Connor Bahr, Emily Cohen, Luke Jordan, Alaina Kahn, Samantha Cohen, 
Travis Jordan, Jonathan Chojnowski, Zahra Bakhari, Ziad Bon, Emily Murphy, Kimberly Par-
rish, Abraham Cohen, Riley Patterson, Samer Bon and Ryan Fink 

 

We’re very proud of their reading achievement! Check out the school website over the summer for 
the FRA titles for the 2011-2012 school year for K , 1, and 2 students, and for those entering 3rd 
grade, check out the 2011-2012 school year’s Sunshine State Book list! 

The SLE Media Center would like to thank: 

 The PTA for their support of the Media Center and our motivational reading programs! The 
PTA has provided monetary support for reading rewards, as well as volunteers to help with 
reading programs, recognition events and of course the scholastic book fairs we hold twice a 
year. 

 Our hard working and dedicated Media Center VOLUNTEERS who work their scheduled 
shifts weekly, monthly, and whenever we need them for extra projects! As they all know, there 
is always something to be done in the Media Center, and we could not get it done without all of 
you! On behalf of all 500 Stingrays and our hard-working SLE faculty , we truly appreciate the 
assistance you have given this year…and we look forward to seeing you back next year! 

 Sharese Pace, PIE Coordinator, and her wonderful PIE partners for their support of our Read-
ing Recognition Rewards (RRR) and the Can-Man Monthly Media Mania prizes! You have 
helped us to show the students that Reading is FUN! 

Thank you from Mrs. Sanders and Mrs. Sherman 

Thank You from the Media Center 

Special thanks to: 

 Chili’s 

 McDonald’s Bistro 
Gourmet 

 Mimi’s Café 

 Pace Capitol Management 

 Pizza Hut 

 Rainforest Café 

 Shoney’s  
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Welcome Stingrays 
Hopefully you’ve all seen the new, custom sting-
rays painted overhead as you walk in our school 
entryway. Friendly stingrays swim playfully wel-
coming all who enter. Visitors young and old 
are sure to love these beautiful works of art. 

This artwork is a gift from the 5th Grade Class 
of 2007 - 2008. It has been a long time coming, 
but will be enjoyed for many years to come. 

A huge "thank you" to Jeannie Shemilt for do-
nating many hours and her amazing talent to 
our school. Thank you to both Leanne and Eric 
Roach for helping carry and assemble scaffold-
ing, carry supplies, and move equipment.  

Thank you to Mary Gimble and her family for going above and beyond with our last Family Fun 
Night Event. A lot of work went into this event, and the kids had a great time moving from one 
backwards station to another!  

As usual, our Scholastic Book Fair was a great success! 

Backwards Book Bonanza Family Fun Night 

A big thank you goes to all the volunteers and T-REX Café for donating April’s entire luncheon 
and to Twistee Treat for donating the $5.00 gift cards for all the teachers and staff!  

The faculty/staff participated in the game “Minute to Win It” for a chance to win a School  
Supply Cake. The 5th grade team took the cake! 

TAP (Teacher Appreciation) 

The faculty/staff enjoy a Cinco de Mayo-themed luncheon The 5th grade team with the School Supply Cake they won 

Simone David LOVED being 
“Principal for a Day,” which her parents 
won for her in the Spring Carnival’s 
Silent Auction 
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Recycling/Earth Week 
We celebrated Earth Day by running another 
"Fill the Bin" week. Thanks to our Sand Lake 
Elementary families and partners throughout 
the community for helping us meet our goal! 

To close out the year and celebrate a tremen-
dous effort throughout the school and in our 
local community, we will be planting seven 
beautiful cassia trees at the end of the month. 

4th graders Arnaud Bergeron & Tristan Persad stand by our 
SLE signboard with the trophy we won from our paper drive 
in November. Arnaud and Tristan have been very helpful to 
Ms. Fagan emptying paper recycle bins most Thursdays of this 
school year. Great job, boys!  

Students Recognized 

Shayna Lazar and Hannah Farkas stand in front of the SLE sign-
board, which proudly displays their names. (The girls are dressed here for 
the 5th grade History on Parade program. Hannah is Amelia Earhart 
and Shayna is Audrey Hepburn.)  

The Kids Create Art after school enrichment class is a fun-filled educational art program that teaches 
children the discipline of art while allowing them to explore their creativity. Throughout the year, KCA 
students: 

 investigate different periods in art and the styles that define each one 
 learn about artists in the past and present, both well known and not so well known 
 learn about both the history of art and about techniques to grow as artists 
 work with many mediums to learn about the elements of shape and design 

Working both from imagination and real life, Kids Create Art trains both hands and eyes. Starting from 
the ground up allows each artist to build a strong art foundation that will allow them to create confi-
dently for years to come. Kids Create Art is a proud Partner in Education for Sand Lake Elementary. If 
you’re interested in Kids Create Art summer camp, go to www.kidscreateart.com. 

Art Enrichment Class 

Hannah Farkas won the Disney 
Dreamer & Doers award, which 
recognizes students who give 
back to the community and 
maintain good grades and citi-
zenship. 

The Chamber of Commerce 
awarded Shayna Lazar with a 
S.O.A.R. (Students of Achieve-
ment and Renown) award, which 
honors students who have 
shown initiative, good citizen-
ship, commitment, and personal 
growth in the classroom. 
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The Partners in Education program links businesses and organizations with schools in relationships that enhance student learning and 
promote school improvement. In a partnership, a business adopts a school, or schools, and shares its human and material resources. 

Education and business are so closely related that each flourishes from the support and prosperity of the other. Schools must prepare 
today's students for their entry into a diverse, competitive work force. When businesses take part in the education of these young people, 
they help strengthen the work force of the future. The Partners in Education program is vital in helping the community and the school 
system work and grow together. 

Please show your appreciation by supporting the local businesses that partner with Sand Lake Elementary: 

 Ale House 12371 Winter Garden Vineland Road Orlando  
 Barnes & Noble Booksellers, Inc. 7900 W. Sand Lake Road Orlando  
 Centra Care 901 N. Lake Destiny Road #400 Maitland  
 Chick-fil-A 7333 W. Sand Lake Road Orlando  
 Creative Memories 10182 Pointview Court Orlando  
 Custom Laser Creations 824 Lake Baldwin LN Orlando  
 CVS Pharmacy 7599 W. Sand Lake Road Orlando  
 Firehouse Subs 7541 W. Sand Lake Road Orlando  
 Fun Spot Attractions 5551 Del Verde Way Orlando  
 Futura Adventures 3800 Yamala Ct. Orlando  
 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Inc. 6277 Sea Harbor Drive Orlando  
 Jewish Community Center 11184 S. Apopka Vineland Road Orlando  
 Kids Create Art 7608 Sandstone Drive Orlando  
 Learn to Learn of Central FL. 2731 Maguire Road Ocoee  
 Mimi's Café 4175 Millenia Boulevard Orlando  
 My Gym Children's Fitness Center 7551 W Sand Lake Rd Orlando  
 Mykidsplate.com P.O. Box 781602 Orlando  
 Oerther Foods, Inc. 6220 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Suite 400A Orlando  
 Orlando Metro Gymnastics 4915 New Broad Street Orlando  
 Pace Capital Management 390 N. Orange Ave S-1575 Orlando  
 Panera Bread 696 E. Altamonte Drive Suite 1060 Orlando  
 Papa John's Pizza 11989 S. Apopka Vineland Road Orlando  
 Perkins Family Restaurant 8965 Conroy-Windermere Road Orlando  
 Pirate's Cove Adventure Golf 8501 International Drive Orlando  
 Pirate's Dinner Adventure 6400 Carrier Drive Orlando  
 Pizza Hut 8699 Palm Prkwy Orlando  
 Publix Super Markets, Inc. 7640 Sand Lake Road Orlando  
 Rainforest Café PO Box 22792 Orlando  
 Romano's Macaroni Grill 12148 Apopka Vineland Rd ORLANDO  
 Sell Your TV Concept Now 8137 Lake Crowell Cr Orlando  
 Shoney's 12204 Apopka Vineland Road Orlando  
 STARS 9600 W. Colonial Drive Ocoee  
 T-REX Café  P.O. Box 22792 Orlando  
 TGA Golf PO Box 1672 Windermere  
 The Eye Studio, LLC 8081 Turkey Lake Rd S-550 Orlando  
 The Ice Factory 2221 Partin Settlement Road Kissimmee  
 Time 2 Party 3271 Oxford Drive Kissimmee  
 Twistee Treat 11947 Apopka Vineland Road Orlando  
 Victory Martial Arts Dr Phillip Orlando  
 Winn Dixie 11957 Apopka Vineland RD Orlando  

PIE Partners 
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Florida PTA Legislative Committee Keys 
Over the years, Florida PTA has taken an unprecedented stance against any budget cuts to public edu-
cation and critical policy changes. PTAs/PTSAs throughout the state, parents, teachers, and students, 
have banded together in record numbers taking our message to Florida’s Capitol. 

Our efforts helped hold the line on additional cuts to the classroom, but the solutions were temporary 
in nature. Florida’s current state budget is $70.38 billion, which includes $5.2 billion in federal assistance 
that sunsets June 30, 2011. The federal economic stimulus dollars provided us all a short-term reprieve, 
but the clock is ticking. What will happen during the 2011-2012 school year when these funds disap-
pear? 

It is vital that all stakeholders become aware of the critical decisions that will be made during the 2011 
Legislative Session. 

Florida PTA works diligently to keep you informed and involved. You can get involved in our legislative 
advocacy efforts by registering for Florida PTA’s Action Alert system at 
http://www.floridapta.org/CapWiz.html. 

Undetected vision problems can be a serious barrier to learning. Poorly developed vision skills make 
learning difficult and stressful often resulting in reading avoidance, difficulty with comprehension, short 
attention spans and misbehavior in the classroom. 

Although schools screen students with the basic Snelling test for 20/20 vision at a distance, this test 
typically detects only 5% of all vision problems. Because 
vision may change frequently during school years, a child 
should receive an eye examination at least once every two 
years, or more frequently if specific problems exist. Detect-
ing vision problems early can make a difference in future 
success in school, work and life.  

Why You Should Have Your Child’s Eyes Tested  

Making the FCAT Fun 
Ms. Wilson, Mrs. 

Conner, Mrs. Stock-
well, Ms. Paolozzi, 

Ms. Rejim, Ms. Mor-
alis, Ms. Trainor, 

Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. 
Iiames, Mrs. Freiber-

ger, and Mrs. 
McNally star in an 

inspirational FCAT 
prep production 
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Each year Orange County Public Schools recognizes outstanding business partners for their human 
resources and in-kind contributions to enhance educational excellence. To honor these individuals 
and businesses, a recognition ceremony was held at Sea World Orlando in April. 
Sand Lake Elementary nominated two of our PIE partners for the Outstanding Partners in Educa-
tion award, and both won for the Southwest learning community! 
 

Congratulations to T-REX Café and to CVS/Pharmacy in Dr. Phillips 
 
Congratulations also to Jen Patterson, who was recognized at this event as Volunteer of the Year 
for Sand Lake Elementary. 

Partners in Education and ADDitions School 
Volunteers Community Recognition 

Sharese Pace with T-REX 
Café representatives 

CVS/Pharmacy representatives Jennifer Patterson 

The SLE PTA Board had a very successful year! We received the 
following Orange County PTA awards: 

 Outstanding Newsletter/Sting - Congratulations Heather 
Mills and Susan Kocarek 

 Outstanding ESE Program - Congratulations Lynette 
Mooney! 

 Outstanding School Partnership - We partnered with Barnes 
& Noble for our Book Bingo event. Congratulations Sharese 
Pace and Mary Gimble! 

 Outstanding Community Collaboration - Our collaboration 
with Paper Retriever and going above and beyond our goal. 
Congratulations Judy and Kristen! 

 OCCTPA Volunteer or the Year - Congratulations, Kim  
Hanley! 

Lastly, our PTA was awarded the very special President's Recogni-
tion award by the OCCPTA President for all of our hard work and 
dedication this year. This is the highest award that can be won by a 
PTA!!! 
Thank you all so much for your hard work and dedication this year. 
With six awards, we won the most awards out of any school in Or-
ange County. 
Our PTA goes above and beyond for our students. Congratulations 
SLE PTA! You ROCK!!  

Our Award Winning PTA 

Each year Orange County Public Schools recognizes outstanding business partners for their human 
resources and in-kind contributions to enhance educational excellence. To honor these individuals 
and businesses, a recognition ceremony was held at Sea World Orlando in April. 
Sand Lake Elementary nominated two of our PIE partners for the Outstanding Partners in Educa-
tion award, and both won for the Southwest learning community! 
 

Congratulations to T-REX Café and to CVS/Pharmacy in Dr. Phillips 
 
Congratulations also to Jennifer Patterson, who was recognized at this event as ADDitions  
Volunteer of the Year for Sand Lake Elementary. 
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The 2011-2012 PTA Executive Committee  

What makes the difference between a good school and a great school? 

Yes, a wonderful administration, a superior teaching staff, and a wonderful group of support personnel. 

The other ingredient is a fantastic volunteer base. Sand Lake Elementary has a superior group of volunteers. Our volunteers make such a 
positive difference and impact on our school environment and children’s lives. 

So whether you have donated one hour of your valuable time or 100 hours, every minute is precious and appreciated. Thank you so much 
for everything you have done to make our school year so successful!  

A Great Big Thank You to All Volunteers!!! 

    

It’s time to pass the baton!   

 

Congratulations to the 2011-2012 Executive Committee: 

 President - Jennifer Patterson 

 1st Vice President - Cristin Fink 

 2nd Vice President - Dawn Barrack 

 3rd Vice President - Paula Whitty 

 Treasurer - Carol Bearhs 

 Secretary - Sharon Stephens  

 Thank you to 
 Houghton Mifflin 
 Harcourt for         
 printing our  
 PTA 
 newsletter  
 free of 
 charge!!! 

Home of the Stingrays 

Check Us Out Online 
You can find all versions of this newsletter on the SLE school website. Just click the ‘Parent Links’ tab and then the ‘PTA Newsletters’ 
tab. You can also view the weekly Sting newsletter by clicking the ‘The “Sting” Newsletter’ tab from the Home page. 

Joanne Nelson, SLE’s Technology Support Rep, has made some great changes to the school website. Be sure to check it out! 

Enjoy your summer! 
Have some... 


